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Confidential
Data used for Research Purposes only

The Role of Informal Conversations on Fertility and AIDS Behavior in Malawi
WOMEN'S QUESTIONNAIRE

INTRODUCTION TO RESPONDENT

My name is ____________________.  I am working with a research team from the University of Malawi and the
University of Pennsylvania.  We are doing a survey in order to learn about various health issues in your area.  I’ll
begin with some questions about you yourself and your household.    I’ll then ask about conversations you’ve had
about family planning and about AIDS.  And please be as accurate as possible, since your answers will help us
understand the experiences and concerns of those living in this region today.   Please ask me to explain if you
don’t understand any of the questions that I ask.  If there are any questions you don’t want to answer, please let me
know.   Everything you tell us will be seen only by the research team and will be kept fully confidential.  May I
begin now?    Thank you very much for agreeing to talk with me.  

SECTION 1: IDENTIFICATION PARTICULARS

Traditional Authority (TA) _____________________________  |_|
Village _____________________________  |_| |_|
Headman’s name _____________________________
Head of compound _____________________________  |_| |_|
Respondent’s name _____________________________  |_| |_|
Respondent’s other names/nicknames _____________________________
Respondent’s father’s name _____________________________
Respondent’s birthplace (District and Village) _____________________________
Husband’s name _______________________ Compound |_| |_|   Personal |_| |_|
Husband’s other names/nicknames _______________________________
Husband’s birthplace (District and village)       _______________________________

House material: Sunburnt bricks.....1   Fired bricks....   2    Mud.......3    Other......4
Roof material: Metal sheet/sisal titles.....1   Thatch......2   Other....3

Language of interview Tumbuka...1 Yao...2 Chichewa...3 Other (Specify______________).4

Interviewer’s Name _____________________________  |_| |_|
Gender of Interviewer _____________________________  M    F
Date of Interview _____________________________  |_| |_| |_| |_| |_| |_|
Time begun _________

Outcome of Interview:
First Visit: Complete...1 Refused...2 Other (SPECIFY)__________________________3
Second Visit: Complete...1 Refused...2 Other (SPECIFY)__________________________3
Third Visit: Complete...1 Refused...2 Other (SPECIFY)__________________________3

Supervisor’s initials  _______________
Final checker’s initials _______________
Data entry persons initial’s _______________
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SECTION 1: BACKGROUND QUESTION 

NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

“I would like to begin by asking you a few questions about yourself.”

B1 In what year were you born? (YEAR): ____________
Don't know...................... 88

–>B2

B1b IF RESPONDENT DOES NOT KNOW YEAR OF BIRTH,
ESTIMATE AGE

ESTIMATED AGE: _______

B2 Are you now married or living with a man, or are you now
widowed, divorced, or no longer living together? 

Currently married/living
together............................ 1
Separated......................... 2
Divorced.......................... 3 
Widowed.......................... 4 
Never Married.................. 5

 –>B5a
 –>B5a
 –>END

B2a Does your husband/partner have other wives apart from
yourself?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

B2b Are you the first, second......wife? 1st Wife............................. 1
2nd Wife............................ 2
3rd Wife............................ 3
4th+ Wife.......................... 4 

B4 In what year did you get married (this marriage)? (YEAR): ____________
Doesn’t Know.................. 88

B5a Did you ever go to school? Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

–>B6
–>B6

B5b What is the highest level of school you went to? Primary ........................... 1
Secondary ....................... 2
University ....................... 3
Other............................... 4
Don’t know...................... 88

–>B6
–>B6

B5c How many years of school did you complete at that level? Years: _____
Don’t know...................... 88

B6 What religion are you? Catholic........................... 1
Protestant......................... 2
Revivalist......................... 3
Moslem............................ 4
Traditional African......... 5
Nothing............................ 6
Other................................ 7
b(SPECIFY_____________)
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

B7 What tribe are you? Yao.................................. 1
Chewa ............................ 2
Lomwe ........................... 3
Tumbuka ........................ 4
Ngoni ............................. 5
Sena ............................... 6
Tonga ............................. 7
Senga ............................. 8
Other .............................. 9
(SPECIFY__________)
Don’t Know .................... 88

B8 What languages (other than language of interview)  can
you speak well enough to have a conversation?

DO NOT READ LIST. MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE. 

A Chichewa 
B Tumbuka
C Yao
D English
E Ngoni
F Tonga
G Sena
H Senga
I None
J Other (SPECIFY__________)

ONLY CIRCLE IF YES

Yes
A 1
B 1
C 1
D 1
E 1
F 1
G 1
H 1
I 1
J 1 

B9 Does your husband usually stay in this village or does he
usually stay somewhere else? 

Stays in village................. 1
Stays somewhere else....... 0

B10 Since you became 15 years old,  have you ever been to:

READ LIST. MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS POSSIBLE.

A Lilongwe? About how many times?
B Blantyre? About how many times?
C Mzuzu? About how many times?
D Zomba? About how many times?

CODE "SEVERAL" AS 5
CODE “MANY” OR “LIVED THERE” AS 20

No Yes # of times

A 0 1 ____
B 0 1 ____
C 0 1 ____
D 0 1 ____

B11 Since you were aged 15, have you stayed outside this
District  for 6 months or more?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

–>E1a
–>E1a
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

B12 Where did you stay? 

DO NOT READ LIST. MORE THAN ONE ANSWER
POSSIBLE. 

A Lilongwe
B Blantyre
C Mzuzu
D Zomba
E Other

ONLY CIRCLE IF YES

Yes
A 1
B 1
C 1
D 1
E 1

SECTION 2: ECONOMIC QUESTIONS

NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

E1a “I’m now going to ask some questions about things that your household may have, about what your
household spends money on, and about the kind of work you do.”

E1b First I'm going to read a list of things that households might
have.  Could you please tell me whether your household
has any of them?

A Bed with mattress
B Radio [If yes, is it working?]
C Bicycle
D Pit latrine
E Paraffin glass lamp

Working
No Yes No Yes

A 0 1
B 0 1— > 0 1
C 0 1
D 0 1
E 0  1

E1c I’m going to read a list of animals.  Would you please tell
me about how many of these your household owns now? 

A Cattle
B Goats
C Pigs
D Chickens/ ducks

WRITE NUMBER OF
ANIMALS HOUSEHOLD
OWNS

A _____________
B _____________
C _____________
D _____________

E1d Please, tell me how many animals you yourself own.  By
own, I mean that you could sell them if you wanted to,
without asking your wife’s permission, or you can take
them with you if your marriage ended. 

A Cattle
B Goats
C Pigs
D Chickens/ ducks

WRITE NUMBER OF
ANIMALS RESPONDENT
OWNS

A _____________
B _____________
C _____________
D _____________
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

E2 As you know, some women take up jobs for which they are
paid in cash or kind. Others sell things at the market or have
a small business like brewing beer or cooking food for sale.
Others might work on the family farm or in the family
business.  Are you currently doing any work through
which you generate some income in cash or in kind? 

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Other (SPECIFY).........

–>E8a

E3 How much do you usually earn for this work?

IF THE RESPONDENT IS NOT PAID IN CASH,
ESTIMATE THE MONETARY VALUE OF THE
PAYMENT.

_________________Kwacha
Don't know....................... 88
Other (SPECIFY)............

E4 Over what period of time do you earn this amount? Per hour........................... 1
Per day............................ 2
Per week.......................... 3
Per month........................ 4
Per year .......................... 5

E5 About how much did you earn last week? _________________Kwacha
Don't know....................... 88
Other (SPECIFY)............

E6 Do you share information with your husband/partner about
how much you earn from this work? 

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0 –>E8a

E7 Do you always tell him, or only sometimes? Always............................. 1
Sometimes....................... 2

E8a INTERVIEWER: ARE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE
PRESENT / WITHIN EARSHOT?

A Other male older than 10
B Other male younger than 10
C Other female older than 10
D Other female younger than 10

Yes No
A 1 0
B 1 0
C 1 0
D 1 0

E8b Do you have any money set aside that you can use in any
way you wish, without informing  your husband/partner?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0

E9 Do you personally participate in any kind of rotating credit
or saving scheme?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0

E10 About how many days last week did you eat chicken, fish
or meat?

Number of days:   _________

SECTION 3: CHILDREN
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

“Now I’d like to ask you some questions about your children.  First, I’d like to know how many children you
have given birth to in your whole life , including children who died and children not living with you anymore
and children from other relationships.”

C1 Can you give me the total number of children you have
given birth to?  

IF THE WOMAN IS RECENTLY MARRIED AND
CHILDLESS, SKIP TO C3A
IF THE WOMAN HAS BEEN MARRIED MORE THAN
FIVE YEARS AND HAS NO CHILDREN, SKIP TO F1

Number of _______
children born:

C2 How many are still living? Number of _______
children alive:

C3a Are you currently pregnant? Yes ........................  1
No .........................  2
Don’t Know ........... 3

----->C3d
----->C3d

C3b At the time you became pregnant, did you want to become
pregnant then, did you want to wait until later, or did you
not want to become pregnant at all?

Pregnancy wanted then.......1
Pregnancy wanted later.......2
Pregnancy not wanted at all.3
Did not care .......................4
Don’t Know .....................88

C3c After the child in your belly is born, would you like to have
another child or would you like to stop having children?

Have a(another) child ...... 1
Stop, no more./none........ 2
Says she can’t get 
pregnant/ too old.............. 3
Don’t know...................... 88

–>C5
–>C5

–>C5
–>C5

C3d Would you like to have another child or would you like to
stop having children?

Have a(nother) child ........ 1
Husband deceased, left..... 2
Stop, nomore./none.......... 3
Says she can’t get 
pregnant/ too old.............. 4
Don’t know...................... 88

–>C5
–>C5

–>C5
–>C5

C4 How long would you like to wait before having this child?

PROBE:
IF RESPONDENT SAYS SHE JUST WANTS TO REST,
ASK IF SHE WANTS TO REST MORE THAN 2 YEARS
OR LESS THAN 2 YEARS

As soon as possible.......... 1
Less than 2 years............. 2
More than 2 years............ 3
No preference/whenever.. 4
Don’t know..................... 88

C5 If you had the choice, how many living children would you
like to have in your lifetime?

Number ____
_
Don’t know.................... 88
Up to God/Non-numeric.. 99
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

C6 Have you and your husband/partner ever discussed the
number of children you would like to have? 

IF HUSBAND IS DEAD OR IF SHE IS SEPARATED, ASK
ABOUT THE TIME WHEN THEY WERE                 LIVING
TOGETHER

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0

CHECK C1: 

Had a child Never had a child
–>F1a

C7 Have you given birth to a child in the last 5 years  (since
1993)?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

–>F1a
–>F1a

C8 Now I’d like to ask you about the last child you gave birth
to in the last 5 years (since 1993). When was this child
born?

IF RESPONDENT DOESN'T KNOW THE YEAR, ASK
HOW MANY HARVESTS?

Year: ___________
Don’t Know Year ..............88
Month: ___________
Don’t know Month ...........88

C9 Is this child still alive? Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

----->C11

---->C11

C10 When did the child die? Year: ___________
Don’t Know Year ..............88
Month: ___________
Don’t know Month ...........88

C11 How long did you breastfeed the child? Months _________
Still breastfeeding............. 99
Don’t know .................... 88

C12 How many months after the birth of this child did your
menstruation begin? 

Months _________
MPS not .resumed............ 99
Don’t know ..................... 88

C13 How  many months after the birth of this child did you start
having sex again?

Months _________
Sex not resumed............... 99
Don’t know ..................... 88

–>F1a

C14 After you started having sex after this birth, did you or
your husband do anything to keep from getting pregnant
again?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

–>F1a
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

C15 After the birth of this child, why did you decide not to use 
childspacing/ family planning?

DO NOT READ LIST, MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE

Method:

A. Side effects
B. Afraid could not give birth again
C. Not effective

Opposition

D. Husband/other relative opposed 

Clinics

E. Too far away
F. Costs too much

Fertility-related

G. Trouble getting pregnant
H. Wants another child
I. Desires many children

Sexuality

J. promotes promiscuity

K. Other reason (SPECIFY_____________)

L. Don't know

Yes No

A 1 0
B 1 0
C 1 0

D 1 0

E 1 0
F 1 0

G 1 0
H 1 0
I 1 0

J 1 0

K 1 0

L 1 0
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SECTION 4: FAMILY PLANNING AND SOCIAL NETWORKS

NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

F1a
“I am now going to ask you some questions about child spacing and family planning– the various ways
and methods that a couple can use to delay or avoid a pregnancy. I am interested both in the new
methods that are given out by the clinics or the CBDs or health surveillance assistants and also in the
traditional methods that have been used here for a long time.”

F1b As you know, there are now new methods for child spacing
and for family planning; such as, pills, injections, the loop,
and others.  What are  your biggest concerns about using
any of these methods?

DO NOT READ LIST, MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE

Method:

A. Side effects
B. Afraid could not give birth again
C. Not effective

Opposition

D. Husband/other relative opposed 

Clinics

E. Too far away
F. Costs too much

Fertility-related

G. Trouble getting pregnant
H. Wants another child
I. Desires many children

Sexuality

J. promotes promiscuity

K. Other reason (SPECIFY_____________)

L. Don't know

Yes No

A 1 0
B 1 0
C 1 0

D 1 0

E 1 0
F 1 0

G 1 0
H 1 0
I 1 0

J 1 0

K 1 0

L 1 0
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

F2 And what about the traditional methods?  I mean the string,
herbs or medicines, or ejaculation/climax outside, or
abstinence (have a break) or the rhythm method (periodic).
What are your biggest concerns about using traditional
methods?

DO NOT READ LIST, MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE

Method:

A. Side effects
B. Afraid could not give birth again
C. Not effective

Opposition

D. Husband/other relative opposed 

Clinics

E. Too far away
F. Costs too much

Fertility-related

G. Trouble getting pregnant
H. Wants another child
I. Desires many children

Sexuality

J. promotes promiscuity

K. Other reason (SPECIFY_____________)

L. Don't know

Yes No

A 1 0
B 1 0
C 1 0

D 1 0

E 1 0
F 1 0

G 1 0
H 1 0
I 1 0

J 1 0

K 1 0

L 1 0

F3 Do you think that women who use modern child
spacing/family planning  methods might not be able to have
more children when they want? 

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

F4 Have you and your husband/partner ever talked about
using modern childspacing/ family planning? 

IF WOMAN IS WIDOWED OR SEPARATED, ASK THESE
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TIME BEFORE HUSBAND’S
DEATH OR SEPARATION

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

F5 If  you wanted to use modern childspacing/ family
planning, do you think he would agree?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

F6 About how many women in this village do you know who
you think may have used modern methods of
childspacing/family planning? Sometimes it’s hard to know,
but I’d like you to include your guesses. 

Number:
_____
Don't know..................... 88

F7 Some women use modern methods of childspacing/family
planning without their husband knowing about it.   Have
you heard of women using modern childspacing/ family
planning secretly?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don't know/ no answer..... 88

–>F9a
–>F9a

F8 About how many women do you suspect, know or have
heard about who have used family planning secretly?

CODE "SEVERAL" AS 5, 
CODE "MANY" AS 20

Number:
_____

F9a “Now I’d like to ask you about other people that you may have talked with about family planning.
Women often chat with each other about children and about ways to keep from having another birth. 
Now I would like to know about your chats with friends and relatives about modern methods of
childspacing/family planning.   Some of these people may approve of family planning, but some may not
approve of it”

F9b How many people have you chatted with about modern
methods of childspacing/family planning?  I mean people
other than your husband or partner.

Aganichisye mundu jwine jwakwe? Kutama apo palikuwa
mawecheto ata ngawecheta kandu.

1. DO NOT INCLUDE HUSBAND;
2. IF LESS THAN FOUR ARE NAMED, PROBE: 

Total number named:
_____

IF NONE ARE NAMED
AFTER PROBING

–>F26a

F10 Could you please give me the names of four of these?  As I
said earlier, this information will be completely confidential,
it’s just for our research.

AFTER YOU WRITE THE FOUR NAMES HERE, TURN TO
THE MATRIX AT THE BACK OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE
AND WRITE ALL FOUR NAMES AGAIN, IN THE SAME
ORDER.  THEN GO TO F11. 

Name:
1. ___________________

_
2. ___________________

_
3. ___________________

_
4. ___________________

_
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #1 #2 #3 #4

F11 Is _____ male or female? male............................... 1
female............................ 2

F12 What is your relationship to______? friend............................ 1

Male relative:
father.............................. 2
brother........................... 3
father in law.................. 4
brother-in-law................ 5
other male relative......... 6

Female relative
mother............................ 7
sister............................... 8
co-wife........................... 9
sister-in-law/sister-in-
marriage......................... 10
mother in law...... .......... 11
other female relative...... 12

Other
acquaintance/ workmate..  13
family planning CBD...... 14
nurse/doctor/health
surveillance assistant...... 15
other............................... 16
(SPECIFY_________)

F13 How close is _____ to you? Is
he/she  an acquaintance,  just a
friend or a confidant?

Confidant (mzanga
weniweni)....................... 1
Just a friend (mzanga).... 2
An acquaintance
(ongodzuwananaye)........ 3
Met once or twice........... 4

F14 Where does _______ stay? same household............ 1
same compound........... 2
same village.................. 3
same TA....................... 4
same district.................. 5
Lilongwe....................... 6
Blantyre........................ 7
Mzuzu........................... 8
Zomba........................... 9
somewhere else............. 10
don’t know..................... 88
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #1 #2 #3 #4

F15 How much education has _______
had?

Never went to school..... 0
Some primary................ 1
Finished primary............ 2
Secondary or more......... 3
Don’t know.................... 88

F16 How many living children does ____
have?

NUMBER __________
Don’t know.................... 88

F17 What is _____’s biggest concern
about using modern methods of
childspacing/family planning?

DO NOT READ LIST, MORE THAN
ONE ANSWER IS POSSIBLE

Method:

A. Side effects
B. Afraid could not give

birth again
C. Not effective

Opposition

D. Husband/other relative
opposed 

Clinics

E. Too far away
F. Costs too much

Fertility-related

G. Trouble getting pregnant
H. Wants another child
I. Desires many children

Sexuality

J. promotes promiscuity

K. Other reason
(SPECIFY__________)

L. Don't know

Yes No

A 1 0

B 1 0
C 1 0

D 1 0

E 1 0
F 1 0

G 1 0
H 1 0
I 1 0

J 1 0

K 1 0

L 1 0

F18 Has  ________ ever done anything
to try to space births or to stop
childbearing altogether?

Yes................................ 1
Suspects/maybe............. 2
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

–>F23
–>F23
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #1 #2 #3 #4

F19 Has she used a modern method, a
traditional method, or both?

Modern Method ...............1
Traditional method ..........2
Both................................. 3
Don’t know ..................... 88

F20 What specific method(s) has ____ 
used?

MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE.  DO NOT READ LIST. 
IF NO USE OF TRADITIONAL
METHODS, PROBE: And what about
the traditional methods that have
been used here for a long time?

Modern methods:
A pill
B injection
C loop
D sterilization
E calendar/natural
F condom
G don’t know method

Traditional methods:
H withdrawal
I abstinence
J string
K traditional medicine
L other (Specify_______)
M don’t know method

Yes
A 1
B 1
C 1
D 1
E 1
F 1
G 1

H 1
I 1
J 1
K 1 
L 1 
M 1 

CHECK F20

Use of any Use only of 
modern method traditional 

methods
–>F22

CHECK F20

Use of at least Condom is  only
one modern modern method
method other 
than condom

–>F22
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #1 #2 #3 #4

CHECK F11

Network partner Network partner
is female      is male –>F22

F21 Was there ever a time that her
husband did not know that she used
modern methods of child spacing
/family planning?

Yes............................ 1
No.............................. 0
Don't know................. 88

F22 Is ___________still using any
method of childspacing/family
planning now?

Yes............................ 1
No.............................. 0
Don't know................. 88

–>F24
–>F24

F23 Is ___________using a modern or
traditional method of childspacing of
family planning?

Modern method........... 1
Traditional method..... 2
Both...............................  3
Don't know..................  88

F24 Has ______ ever mentioned to you
that he/she would like to stop
childbearing, or do you suspect that
he/she would like to stop
childbearing?

Yes, he/she mentioned 1
Yes, I suspect.............. 2
No............................... 0
Don't know.................. 88

F25 Has ______ ever mentioned to you
that he/she heard a talk about
modern family planning at the
clinic/hospital or on the radio, or did
he/she ever tell you that a
CBD/health surveillance assistant
came to his/her home to give him/her
information about child spacing/
family planning?

Yes............................ 1
No.............................. 0
Don't know................. 88

NOW RETURN TO F11 AND ASK THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NEXT CONVERSATION PARTNER UNTIL
YOU FINISH ALL PARTNERS.

IF RESPONDENT MENTIONED LESS THAN FOUR CONVERSATION PARTNERS, PROBE: 

“Is there anyone else you have talked to about family planning that you did not mention before?”  

IF THERE IS, GO BACK TO F10, WRITE THE PERSON’S NAME,  AND ASK THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THAT
PERSON FROM F11.  

IF THERE IS NO ONE ELSE SHE HAS TALKED WITH, GO TO F26a
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

F26a “Now I’d like to ask you about you yourself.”

F26b INTERVIEWER: ARE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING
PEOPLE PRESENT/ WITHIN EARSHOT?

A Other male older than 10
B Other male younger than 10
C Other female older than 10
D Other female younger than 10

Yes No
A 1 0
B 1 0
C 1 0
D 1 0

F26c Have you ever used any traditional or modern method of
childspacing or family planning?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

–>F34
–>F34

F27 What methods have you ever used at any time? I am
interested in both traditional and modern methods.

DO NOT READ LIST.
MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS POSSIBLE.

IF NO USE OF TRADITIONAL METHODS, PROBE: And
what about the traditional methods that have been used
here for a long time?

Modern methods:
A pill
B injection
C loop
D sterilization
E calendar/natural
F condom

Traditional methods:
G withdrawal
H abstinence
I string
J traditional medicine
K other (SPECIFY____________)
L don’t know method

Yes
A 1
B 1
C 1
D 1
E 1
F 1

G 1
H 1
I 1
J 1 
K 1 
L 1 

CHECK F27

Use of a modern Use only of 
method traditional 

methods
–>F32

CHECK F27

Use of at least Condom is  only
one modern  modern method 
method other
than condom

–>F31
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

F28 Was there ever a time when you were using modern
childspacing/ family planning but your husband/partner
did not know you were using it? 

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

–>F31
–>F31

F29 Did he ever find out you were using a method? Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

–>F31
–>F31

F30 What happened when he found out? 

MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS POSSIBLE.
DO NOT READ LIST

A Asked her to leave
B Left her
C Talked with relatives/elders
D Made her stop
E Got another woman
F Beat her
G Quarreled with her
H Decided to discuss it
I Did not do anything
J Other (SPECIFY___________)

Yes
A 1
B 1
C 1
D 1
E 1
F 1
G 1
H 1
I 1
J 1 

F31 In what year did you first use modern methods of
childspacing/ family planning? 

Year: _____
Other ............................. 9
(SPECIFY____________)  
Don’t know... ................. 88

F32 Are you now using any method of childspacing/ family
planning? I’m interested in both modern and traditional
methods. 

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0 –>F34     
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

F33 What method are you now using? 

MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS POSSIBLE.
DO NOT READ LIST

IF NO USE OF TRADITIONAL METHODS, PROBE: And
what about the traditional methods that have been used
here for a long time?

Modern methods:
A pill
B injection
C loop
D sterilization
E calendar/natural
F condom

Traditional methods:
G withdrawal
H abstinence
I string
J traditional medicine
K other (SPECIFY____________)
L don’t know method

Yes
A 1
B 1
C 1
D 1
E 1
F 1

G 1
H 1
I 1
J 1 
K 1 
L 1 

F34 Have you ever heard a talk at the clinic/hospital about
modern family planning?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know..................... 88

F35 Have you ever heard a radio program about modern family
planning? 

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know..................... 88

F36 Has someone like a CBD Agent or a Health Surveillance
Assistant  ever come to your home to give you
information about health or childspacing?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know..................... 88
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SECTION 6: GENDER QUESTIONS

NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

“I’d now like to ask a few questions about your attitudes to men and women.”

G1 In your opinion, is it proper for a wife to leave her husband
if:  READ LIST

A He does not support her and the children financially?
B He beats her frequently?
C He is sexually unfaithful?
D She thinks he might be infected with AIDS?
E He does not allow her to use family planning

No Yes Don't know
A 0 1 88
B 0 1 88
C 0 1 88
D 0 1 88
E 0 1 88

G2 Is it acceptable for you to go to the local market without
informing your husband?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know..................... 88

G3 Is it acceptable for you to go to the local health center
without informing your husband?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know..................... 88

“Please tell me if you agree, disagree or have no opinion about the following statements”

G4 If my partner does not want to use modern methods of
childspacing /family planning, there is nothing I can do to
change his mind.

Agree............................... 1
Disagree.......................... 2
No opinion....................... 3

G5 If I decide that I want to delay the next birth, I will be able to
have my way.

Agree............................... 1
Disagree.......................... 2
No opinion....................... 3

G6 If I decide that I want no more children, I will be able to
have my way.

Agree............................... 1
Disagree.......................... 2
No opinion....................... 3

G7 Even if my husband does not want me to use family
planning, if I want to I will use without his knowledge.

Agree............................... 1
Disagree.......................... 2
No opinion....................... 3
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SECTION 7: AIDS QUESTIONS

NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

A1a “I am now going to ask you some questions about diseases.  As you know, many people in Malawi
today are concerned about various diseases.  Please remember that all your answers are confidential. If
there are any questions you are uncomfortable answering, please tell me and I'll skip them.”

A1b If a person gets very thin and dies, what disease do you
think probably killed them?

AIDS.............................. 1
Kaliwondewonde/ 
chitega/ witchcraft.......... 2
Could be either AIDS or
Kaliwondewonde/
chitega/ witchcraft........... 3
TB/malaria etc................ 4
Other............................... 5
(SPECIFY)____________
Don’t know.................... 88

A2 I’m going to read a list of ways that women might get
infected with the AIDS virus.  Which of these ways are
you most worried about for yourself? 

READ LIST. ONLY ONE ANSWER IS POSSIBLE.

A. Husband
B. Other partner
C. Needle / injections
D. Transfusions
E. Other (Specify..............................)
F. Don’t Know

Yes No

A 1 0
B 1 0
C 1 0
D 1 0
E 1 0
F 1 0

A3 How worried are you that you might catch AIDS? Not worried at all ........... 1
Worried a little ............... 2
Worried a lot .................. 3
Don’t know..................... 88

A4 Do you think it is acceptable to use a condom with a
spouse to protect against AIDS?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

A5 Can you get AIDS if you have sex with someone who
looks perfectly healthy? 

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

A6 What do you think is the best way to protect yourself
from getting AIDS?  

DO NOT READ LIST, MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE

Advise Spouse

A. Advise spouse to take care

Use condoms with:

B. all other partners except spouse
C. Prostitutes / bargirls
D. people from town
E. other people you think might be infected

Avoid having sex with:
F. any partners except spouse
G. prostitutes / bargirls
H. many partners
I. people from town
J. other people you think might be infected.

Avoid other:

K. transfusions/ injections/ sharing razor blades.
L. other  (SPECIFY _____________)

M. Nothing.
N. Don't know

Yes No

A 1 0

B 1 0
C 1 0
D 1 0
E 1 0

F 1 0
G 1 0
H 1 0
I 1 0
J 1 0

K 1 0
L 1 0

M 1 0
N 1 0

A7 How many people do you know who you think have died
from AIDS?

PEOPLE MAY NOT BE SURE, BUT ASK THEM TO JUST
GUESS.

NUMBER:
_____
Don't know..................... 88

A8 As you know, sometimes women in this area have sex with
men who are not their husbands. Now, I’d like to ask you
about your best female friend. Has she slept with anyone
other than her husband in the last 12 months?

Yes................................... 1
Suspects........................... 2
No.................................... 0
Don't know....................... 88

–>A11a
–>A11a

A9 How many men other than her husband do you think she
has slept with in the last 12 months?

NUMBER:
_____
Don't know...................... 88

A10 Does she sometimes or always or never use a condom
when she sleeps with men other than her husband?

Always ............................ 1
Sometimes ....................... 2
Maybe ............................. 3
Never .............................. 4
Don’t know ..................... 88
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

A11a “Now I’m going to ask some questions about you yourself.”
 

A11b INTERVIEWER: ARE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING
PEOPLE PRESENT / WITHIN EARSHOT?

A Other male older than 10
B Other male younger than 10
C Other female older than 10
D Other female younger than 10

Yes No
A 1 0
B 1 0
C 1 0
D 1 0

A11c Have you ever talked to your husband about the chances
that you or he might get infected with AIDS?  

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0
Don’t know .....................   88

A12 Do you suspect or know that your husband has had
sexual relations with other women apart from you since
you were married?

IF HUSBAND HAS MORE THAN ONE WIFE, QUESTION
REFERS TO WOMEN WHO ARE NOT HIS WIVES

Yes, know ....................... 1
Suspect .......................... 2
Can’t know what he does 3
Probably  not................... 4  
Don’t know..................... 88

A13 Have you yourself slept with anyone other than your
husband in the last 12 months?

Yes................................... 1
No.................................... 0 -->A24a

A14a How many men other than your husband did you sleep
with in the last 12 months?

Number:
_____

A14b Do you  sometimes or always or never use a condom when
you sleep with men other than your husband?

Always ............................ 1
Sometimes ....................... 2
Maybe ............................. 3
Never .............................. 4
Don’t know ..................... 88

A24a “Now I’d like to ask you some questions about people you’ve chatted with about AIDS”

A24b How many people have you chatted with about AIDS?  I
mean people other than your husband or partner.

1. DO NOT INCLUDE HUSBAND;
2. IF LESS THAN FOUR ARE NAMED, PROBE: Can

you think of anyone else? How about sitting in on a
conversation, even if you yourself didn’t say 
anything?

Total number named:
_____

IF NONE ARE NAMED
AFTER PROBING

–>A43
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP

A25 Could you please give me the names of four of these?  As
I said earlier, this information will be completely
confidential.

AFTER YOU WRITE THE FOUR NAMES HERE, TURN
TO THE MATRIX AT THE BACK OF THE
QUESTIONNAIRE AND WRITE ALL FOUR NAMES
AGAIN, IN THE SAME ORDER.  THEN GO TO A26.

Name:

5. ____________________

6. ____________________

7. ____________________

8. ____________________

NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #5 #6 #7 #8

A26 How worried is _____ about getting
AIDS?

Not worried at all........... 1
Worried a little............... 2
Worried a lot.................. 3
Don't know.................. 88

A27 What does ____ think is the best
way to protect herself/himself from
getting AIDS?   

DO NOT READ LIST, MORE
THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE

Advise Spouse

A. Advise spouse to take care

Use condoms with:

B. all other partners except
spouse

C. Prostitutes / bargirls
D. people from town
E. other people you think

might be infected

Avoid having sex with:
F. any partners except spouse
G. prostitutes / bargirls
H. many partners
I. people from town
J. other people you think

might be infected.

Avoid other:

K. transfusions/ injections/
sharing razor blades.

L. other  (SPECIFY _______)
M. Nothing.
N. Don't know

Yes No

A 1 0

B 1 0
C 1 0
D 1 0

E 1 0

F 1 0
G 1 0
H 1 0
I 1 0

J 1 0

K 1 0

L 1 0
M 1 0
N 1 0
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #5 #6 #7 #8

A27 What does ____ think is the best
way to protect herself/himself from
getting AIDS? 

DO NOT READ LIST.

MORE THAN ONE ANSWER IS
POSSIBLE.

Advise spouse:
advise spouse to 
take care......................... 1
advise husband not to 
take another wife ........... 2

Use condoms with:
all other partners 
except spouse................. 3
prostitutes/ bar girls....... 4
people from town.......... 5
other people you think 
might be infected.......... 6

Avoid having sex with:
any partners except
spouse............................ 7
prostitutes/ bar girls....... 8
many partners................ 9
people from town........... 10
other people you think 
might be infected........... 11

Avoid other:
transfusions/ injections/
sharing razor blades........ 12
other .............................. 13
(SPECIFY_____________)

Nothing.......................... 14
Don't know..................... 88

A28 Has ______ ever mentioned to you
that she has heard a talk at the 
clinic/hospital about AIDS, or heard
a radio program about AIDS?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

A29 Is ____ one of the same people you
told me you talked to about family
planning?

IF YES, LOOK AT THE MATRIX
AT THE END AND IDENTIFY
WHICH FAMILY PLANNING
NETWORK PARTNER THIS IS.
THEN FILL OUT THE “SAME AS”
COLUMN, MAKING SURE THAT
THE NAMES ARE THE SAME.   

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0

–>A36

A30 Is _____ male or female? male............................... 1
female............................ 2
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #5 #6 #7 #8

A31 What is your relationship
to______?

friend............................. 1

Male relative:
father.............................. 2
brother........................... 3
father-in-law.................. 4
brother-in-law................ 5
other male relative......... 6

Female relative
mother............................ 7
sister............................... 8
co-wife........................... 9
sister-in-law/sister-in-
marriage......................... 10
mother-in-law...... .......... 11
other female relative...... 12

Other
acquaintance/ workmate 13
family planning CBD..... 14
nurse/doctor/health
surveillance assistant..... 15
other............................... 16
(SPECIFY_________)

A32 Where does _______ stay? same household............. 1
same compound........... 2
same village.................. 3
same TA........................ 4
same district................... 5
Lilongwe........................ 6
Blantyre......................... 7
Mzuzu............................ 8
Zomba............................ 9
somewhere else............ 10
don’t know..................... 88

A33 How close is _____ to you? Is
he/she  an acquaintance,  just a
friend or a confidant?

Confidant (mzanga
weniweni)....................... 1
Just a friend (mzanga).... 2
An acquaintance
(ongodzuwananaye)........ 3
Met once or twice........... 4

A34 How much education has _______
had?

Never went to school..... 0
Some primary................. 1
Finished primary........... 2
Secondary or more.......... 3
Don’t know.................... 88

A35 Has _______ ever used modern
family planning?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88
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NO. QUESTION RESPONSE SKIP #5 #6 #7 #8

A35a Has _____ ever mentioned to you
that he/she has heard a talk at the
clinic or hospital, or heard a radio
program about AIDS?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

A36 Is ______ the best friend that you
talked to me about earlier?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0

->A43

A37 Do you think _____ had other
sexual partners other than his/her
spouse or regular partner in the past
year?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

->A43
->A43

A38 Do you think _____ sometimes or
always or never use condoms with
these other partners?

Always .......................... 1
Sometimes .................... 2
Maybe ........................... 3
Never ............................ 4
Don’t know ................... 88

NOW RETURN TO A26 AND ASK THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NEXT CONVERSATION PARTNER
UNTIL YOU FINISH ALL PARTNERS LISTED IN A25.  

IF RESPONDENT MENTIONED LESS THAN FOUR CONVERSATION PARTNERS, PROBE: 

“Is there anyone else you have talked to about AIDS that you did not mention before?” 

IF THERE IS, GO BACK TO A25, WRITE THE PERSON’S NAME,  AND ASK THE QUESTIONS
ABOUT THAT PERSON FROM A26.  

IF THERE IS NO ONE ELSE SHE HAS TALKED WITH, GO TO A43

A43 Have you ever heard a talk at the clinic/hospital about how
people can protect themselves against AIDS? 

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

A44 Have you ever heard a radio program about how people can
protect themselves against AIDS? 

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88

A45 Has someone like a Community Based Distribution agent or
a Health Surveillance Assistant  ever come to your home to
give you information about how people can protect
themselves against AIDS?

Yes................................. 1
No.................................. 0
Don't know.................... 88
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SECTION 8: MATRIX

"Finally, I would like briefly ask you how well all the people you told me about know each
other."

M1 Are the NAME ON ROW and NAME ON COLUMN confidants, just friends, acquaintances,
or do they not know each other?

Confidants ........................ 1 
Just friends ....................... 2 
Acquaintances .................. 3 
Don’t know each other ..... 4 
D.K.................................... 5

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DATA-ENTRY STAFF:

FAMILY PLANNING AIDS

x M1
ax

M1
bx

M1
cx

M1
dx

M1
ex

M1
fx

M1
gx

M1
hx

Same as 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1

2

3

4
DO NOT WRITE

IN SHADED
AREA

5

6

7

8

“These are the questions that I wanted to ask you. Thank you very much for talking with me today. 
We very much appreciate your help in our research project about family planning and about AIDS.”

TIME FINISHED _________
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SECTION 8: FOR INTERVIEWER 

SOON AFTER THE INTERVIEW, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS

I1 HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE RESPONDENT’S
FAMILY?

Not at all......................... 1
By name only.................. 2
Quite well....................... 3
Very well........................ 4

I2 ARE YOU RELATED TO THE RESPONDENT? Yes ..................................1
No ...................................2
Don’t know .....................3

I3 HOW WEALTHY DO YOU THINK THE RESPONDENT’S
HOUSEHOLD IS IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER
HOUSEHOLDS IN THE VILLAGE? 

One of the poorest ......... 1
Quite poor...................... 2
Average.......................... 3
Quite wealthy ................ 4
One of the wealthiest...... 5
Cannot tell .................... 6

I4 DEGREE OF CO-OPERATION? Bad ................................ 1
Average ......................... 2
Good ............................. 3
Very good ..................... 4

I5 DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER COMMENTS ABOUT THE INTERVIEW?  
E.G DID OTHER PEOPLE INTERRUPT, ANY HESITATION OR UNWILLINGNESS TO
ANSWER

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________


